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One child dies 
every 15 seconds

THE SITUATION IS DEADLY

Lack of proper sanitation is one of the 
world’s biggest problems. It affects 
almost 40% of the world’s population.1  
One child dies every 15 seconds due to 
contaminated water from human excreta. 
In densely populated slums, there is little 
space to build toilets. 300 or more 
persons per day often share a pay toilet 
– many of which are unhygienic and a 
source of disease. Sometimes, latrines 
are emptied into the surrounding 
landscape. This leads to contaminated 
water and polluted environments.

LOSS OF SCHOOL DAYS

Many schools in urban slums completely 
lack toilets and those that may be 
available are often very dirty and overfull. 
This leaves children with few, if any, 
options to defecating out in the open 
during school hours. In the worst cases, 
the incidence of rapes has become an 
everyday occurrence. In an atmosphere 
of poor health, children are unable to fulfil 
their education potential. Each year, 
children lose 272 million school days due 
to diarrhoea and other diseases caused 
by lack of water, sanitation and hygiene.2  

More than 2.5 billion people lack access to basic 
sanitation worldwide. Lack of  sanitation is a major 
contributor to diseases like diarrhoea and cholera, 
killing over 1.4 million children every year.  
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IMPROVE GENDER EQUALITY

A major reason why many girls in poor 
countries do not finish school can be 
directly traced to the lack of toilets. 
About one in ten school-age girls do not 
attend school during menstruation, or 
they drop out at puberty because of the 
absence of clean and private sanitation 
facilities. Each additional year of educa-
tion is estimated to prevent two maternal 
deaths for every 1,000 women. Research 
also shows that for every 10% increase 
in female literacy, a country’s economy 
can grow by 0.3%.3 

A NEED FOR RETHINKING

Most toilets are part of larger infrastructu-
ral systems that are dependent on 
complex investments and institutional 
changes. Rethinking sanitation calls for 
an approach that can be rapidly imple-
mented. An alternative solution must 
offer the possibility to act now, and at the 
same time be designed to enable the 
growth of economically sustainable 
service systems over a longer time frame. 
Sustainable sanitation solutions for the 
future will also need to limit water usage.

1) World Health Organisation (WHO) 
2) 3) United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)



What is Peepoo?

CHILDREN’S CHOICE

The Peepoo toilet was invented with 
children and women in mind, and 
designed to address the world’s lack of 
sanitation. Peepoo is a personal, 
single-use, self-sanitising, fully biode-
gradable toilet that prevents faeces from 
contaminating the immediate area, as 
well as the surrounding ecosystem. The 
toilet is in the form of a slim bag, with an 
inner layer that unfolds to form a wide 
funnel. It is appreciated for being clean, 
easy to use and odour free. Children 
have shown to be enthusiastic, early 
adopters of the Peepoo toilet.

SELF-SANITISING

Each Peepoo contains six grams of 
urea. Urea is a non-hazardous chemical 
that can also be found in toothpaste and 
skin cream. When the urea comes into 
contact with faeces or urine, an enzy-
matic breakdown takes place and the 
sanitisation process starts. Disease 
producing pathogens which may be 
found in faeces are rendered inactive 
within as few as 2-4 weeks. This is the 
most simple and efficient process 
possible, meeting the WHO standards 
on safe sanitation and efficient sanitising 
of excreta.4     

The Peepoo toilet prevents disease transmission 
at the source with rapid inactivation of  dangerous 
pathogens, turning waste into complete fertiliser. 
A home toilet that increases health and safety, 
especially for women and children.

4) World Health Organisation (WHO) 



BIO-DEGRADABLE 

Peepoo is made of a fully biodegradable 
polymer, meeting EU standard EN13432. 
This means that the plastic not only 
disintegrates, but also that its molecules 
are broken down into carbon dioxide, 
water and biomass. The biodegradable 
plastic is comprised of a mixture of 
aliphatic/aromatic co-polyesters and 
poly-lactic acid, with small additives of 
wax and lime. The material has been 
developed together with German 
company BASF.

COMPLETE FERTILISER

Peepoos quickly turns human waste into 
a safe fertiliser, bringing back nutrients to 
degraded ground as it builds the 
chemistry of the soil. Furthermore, when 
mixed in soil, the faeces contained in 
Peepoo increase the soil’s organic matter 
content and improve its water-holding 
capacity. Many schools in slums can 
utilise used Peepoos as fertiliser in their 
school gardens, contributing to food 
security and increasing the student’s 
nutrition intake.

What is Peepoo?

Find out more about the Peepoo toilet at www.peepoople.com



IMPROVED HEALTH

By providing a personal toilet that 
sanitises the faeces directly after use, 
Peepoo ensures a healthy, safe and clean 
sanitation solution in schools. Incidences 
of diarrhoea and other sanitation related 
diseases are substantially reduced and 
the children become better equipped to 
fulfil their potential in their education. The 
health of children is also improved 
through the ability to provide better 
meals in school when crops are grown 
using Peepoo as fertiliser. 

CHILD TO COMMUNITY

In general, children are early adopters 
and contribute to a child-to-community 
process where knowledge about 
Peepoo, hygiene and sanitation is 
brought home to the family. Hence, the 
Peepoo solution in schools also functions 
as a promotional channel for the 
importance of sanitation and hygiene to 
the community at large. Therefore, a 
positive spiral for long-term poverty 
alleviation and gender equality can be 
established. Putting sanitation in place is 
key to making a society grow.

Children who have the possibility of  using Peepoo 
in schools improve their health rapidly. Water and 
soap is provided together with hand washing 
units, and cabins are built for privacy.

How Peepoo  
works in schools
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Peepoo in Kenyan slums
The Peepoo sanitation system has been utilised in Nairobi’s slum since 2010, 
and in the slum in Kisumu since the beginning of 2014. This includes more than 
100 schools with close to 20,000 children that have the Peepoo solution 
available every day. The aim is to scale up to 100,000 children by 2017.
(Oct 2014)

My teachers used to leave their 
job because the school was 
messy. 

Now with Peepoo it is safe and 
clean and they stay, and I can 
secure the educational level of  
the school.

“

“
MARY IMINZA LIHANDA

HEADMASTER, 
LITTLE STEPS SCHOOL, KIBERA





HYGIENE TRAINING

When Peepoo is introduced in a school, 
children and teachers receive compre-
hensive training in hygiene and 
hand-washing practices. Training varies 
slightly depending on the age group 
and often includes games and songs. 
For teenagers, the training includes life 
skills training coupled with information 
about menstruation and sex. Parents 
are also introduced to the Peepoo 
solution and how it also can be used as 
a home toilet in order to improve their 
home hygiene.

PEEPOO CABINS

Children prefer Peepoo because it is 
clean and easy to use. Even at the age 
of four, children can use Peepoo by 
themselves and tie it closed after use. 
Cabins with soak pits for different 
genders are built in the schools for 
privacy purposes. Peepoo is used 
inside these cabins with a specially 
designed seat called the Peepoo Kiti. 
When finished, the child ties Peepoo 
with a knot and puts it in a collection 
bucket. A hand-washing facility it set 
up outside the cabins.

Peepoo Dubo demonstrates how to use Peepoo



SCHOOL ATTENDANTS

In schools and day care centres with 
younger children, an attendant is hired 
in a supporting role. The attendant 
ensures that the children wash their 
hands properly and that the cabins are 
kept clean. To engage the youngest, 
there is also Peepoo Dubo. Dubo is a 
bear, an animal that children from 
different cultures and parts of the world 
can easily identify with. Dubo is the 
mascot of the Peepoo School Program, 
and part of the training material. 

FOOD SECURITY

After use, Peepoo can be utilised as 
fertiliser and contribute to food security 
in schools. Crops can be planted with 
Peepoos following a sanitisation period 
of four weeks, either in bag gardens or 
directly in fields. In many schools, 
Agriculture Clubs are developed for 
children to participate and learn about 
gardening. Peepoos that are not 
utilised as fertiliser in school gardens 
can easily be collected and brought to 
a nearby Peepoople collection point.





Peepoo School 
Program 

ONE MILLION CHILDREN 

The Peepoo School Program is a 
donor-funded program with the long-
term goal to provide one million school 
children with hygienic sanitation in urban 
slums in Africa and Asia. As a first step, 
the Peepoo School Program will be 
scaled-up in slums in Kenya, aiming to 
reach 100,000 school children by 2017. 
To accomplish this, Peepoople is now 
inviting funding partners, individuals, 
companies and institutions to join the 
Peepoo School Program. 

HEALTH AND SAFETY 

The aim of Peepoople School Program is 
to improve the health and safety of 
children in slum environments on large 
scale. In the long run, this will provide 
broader health and socio-economic 
benefits. With Peepoo, children are able 
to stay in school and the school is able to 
secure a higher quality. Children are kept 
safe from sexual harassment during 
daytime and they are able to positively 
affect their community through child-to-
community processes.  

For only €20 per child per year, school children 
can be provided with clean Peepoo toilets, as 
well as hand-washing facilities, education in 
health, hygiene and sanitation, and improved food 
security from school gardens.



COST-EFFECTIVE 

Peepoo has proven to be a feasible and 
cost-effective sanitation solution for 
schools in slums and for children of 
all ages. Peepoo does not require 
complex infrastructure and can be 
quickly implemented. Thus, the effect 
on children’s lives is immediate. The 
solution can be studied in slums in 
Nairobi and Kisumu, Kenya, where it is 
currently serving close to 20,000 school 
children.

The Peepoo solution is unique as it 
measures the actual use of the toilets, 
not only the installment of sanitation. 
As part of the program, Peepoople is 
continuously conducting operational 
field research to evaluate the effective-
ness of the program and gain scientific 
evidence of the impact.

SUPPORT A SCHOOL

The cost of supporting one child for the 
first year in the Peepoo School 
Program is only 20 euro, of which 10 
euro is for Peepoos and Kitis provided. 
The remaining 10 euro is for start-up 
costs such as building cabins and 
hand-washing units, supplying soap, 
water and toilet paper, as well as hiring 
school attendants, training of children, 
teachers and parents. 

When entering a new school, the goal 
is to have secured financing for two 
years in order to ensure continuity. 
Through the program children can 
improve their health and fulfill their 
educational potential, enabling them to 
build a better future for themselves.

FOR PARTNERSHIP DISCUSSIONS PLEASE CONTACT:
Martina Nee

martina.nee@peepoople.com

+46 707 22 11 24





In Africa the Peepoo School Program is implemented by Peepoople Kenya. 
Peepoople Kenya is a registered NGO in Nairobi, Kenya, with office in 

House No 1 Kibera Phase V LR 61/441 Olympic.

Peepoople AB was formed to develop, produce and distribute Peepoo. The 
company was founded in 2006 and is based in Stockholm, Sweden. 

Peepoo was invented by Professor Anders Wilhelmson.

At Peepoople, our mission is that all people who so desire shall have access 
to dignified and hygienic sanitation.
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